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Title Chief Fire Officer Report
Environment and Communities Scrutiny Committee

CFO suite of 
Services

Fire and Rescue, Trading Standards, 
Registration, Coroner Services and Civil Protection Team. 

Date of meeting 20th September 2017

Purpose of Report To provide a strategic update on issues and key areas of service 
provision.    

1. Fire and Rescue

1.1 Emergency Service Collaboration Report

Police and Fire collaboration is high on the agenda at this time and therefore a report has 
been commissioned by the Service Senior Leadership Team (SLT) to identify all joint 
working currently being undertaken at national, regional and local level. The report 
demonstrates a wide range of collaboration already taking place with further progress being 
made and additional opportunities being explored; the report makes a number of 
recommendations for the future.
The recent Policing and Crime Act 2017 introduced a statutory duty on all emergency 
services to keep collaboration opportunities under review and to enter into collaboration 
where it would be in the interests of efficiency or effectiveness to do so. 
 
1.2 Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) Announcement

Fire and Police Governance Review
The final report on the case for change in Gloucestershire has been released. Martin Surl, 
the Police and Crime Commissioner has issued a formal response which indicates that the 
case for a change in governance is finely balanced. In concludes by stating that the 
governance change process will now be put on hold indefinitely.
The PCC has stated he intends to work with the new Inspectorate for Police and Fire and 
Rescue Services (HMICFRS) to ensure Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service (GFRS) 
meet their statutory responsibilities under the Policing and Crime Act. 

1.3 Statement of Assurance
The Fire and Rescue National Framework for England (the Framework) sets out the 
Government’s expectations for Fire and Rescue Authorities, those expectations include a 
duty to provide an annual Statement of Assurance (SOA) on financial, governance and 
operational matters.
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This is the fifth year in which the County Council, as Fire Authority for GFRS, will have 
produced this retrospective report. It brings together key governance, performance, financial 
and operational information relating to GFRS during 2016/17. The draft SOA will follow the 
path outlined below before publication:

 Agreement by SLT regarding style, presentation and content of the SOA
 Approval by SLT to take forward to Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) Internal 

Audit for review and verification of financial data included in the Statement of 
Assurance as true and accurate

 Approval by SLT to take forward the final draft to LCM/Environment and Scrutiny for 
comment

 Approval by GCC to publish the agreed final version of the SOA.

1.4 Capital expenditure

The Service has submitted six Capital bids consisting of the following:

 Fire vehicles (total Bid £1.45m) as per the asset management strategy to include:
2 rural fire appliances 
1 high reach aerial appliance 
1  rapid response small fire unit
20 emergency response light vehicles)

 Personal Protective Equipment total Bid £950K.
This is linked to the “spend to save” option with a £160Kpa saving on revenue 
costs highlighted as MTC 2 savings

 Control Room Upgrade
Upgrade/ replacement systems (hardware and software) to meet future 
technological advancement

 Carbonaceous burn fire facility:
This supports the long term Training and Development Strategy for staff by 
ensuring realistic hot fire training can be conducted 

 Fire Suppression Equipment 
Improving firefighter safety and better outcomes for victims of fire through the 
implementation of new technology

 Fitness Equipment 
Support safer firefighters by providing long term health surveillance and 
monitoring, reducing sickness and improving availability. 
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2. Registration Services
2.1 New Legislation
Registration services are currently monitoring the following legislation and issues that may 
arise:

 Civil Partnerships, Marriages and Deaths Bill 
 Ecumenical Marriage Bill 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2017-2019/0021/lbill_2017-
20190021_en_1.htm  

 Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2017-2019/0045/lbill_2017-
20190045_en_2.htm#l1g1     

 Civil Partnership Act 2004 (Amendment)Bill  
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-
19/civilpartnershipact2004amendmentmixedsexcouples.html

 Judicial Review regarding Humanist Weddings (Northern Ireland) 
http://www.lawandreligionuk.com/2017/06/25/law-and-religion-round-up-25th-june/ 

3. Coroners Services
3.1 Performance

The Coroners Service has continued to hit all of its main key performance indicators (KPIs), 
particularly the time to autopsy and percentage of cases being dealt with within 6-months 
(target time under the Coroner & Justice Act 2009). Referrals remain steady and the team 
have worked well to ensure KPIs are achieved.
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